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Acts XIV. 15, &:. 


That ye ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the 
living God, who made Heaven and Earth 
and the Sea, and all things that are there- 
in: Who in times paſt ſuffer d all Nations to 
walk in their own ways. Nevertheleſs, he left 
not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did 
Good, and gave us Rain from Heaven, and 


fruitfull Seaſons, filling our hearts with Food 
and: Gladneſs. 


LL the Arguments, that can be 
A brought, or can be demanded, for 
the Exiſtence of God, may, per- 
haps not abſurdly, be reduced to 
three General Heads : The Firft of which will 
include all the Proofs from the Vital and In- 
celligent portions of the Univerſe, the Orga+ 
== Bodies of the various Animals, and 
Immaterial Souls of Men. Which Living and 
Underſtanding Subſtances, as they make in- 
comparably che moſt conſiderable and noble 
Parc of the naturally known and viſible Crea- 
tion 3 ſo they do the moſt clearly and co- 
gently demonſtrate ro Philoſophical Enqui- 
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rers the neceſſary Self-cxiſtence, and omni- 

potent Power, and unſearchable Wiſdom, 

and boundleſs Beneficence of their Maker. 

This firſt Topick therefore was very. fitly and 

divinely : made uſe 6f by, our: Apoſtle in his 
Conference with Philoſophersand that inquiſi- 

Chap. 17. v. 2. tve People of: Athens.:\'the latter ſpending their 
time in. nothing elſe.but either to tell or ro hear 

ſome New thing 5: and the:orher:co-call in que- 

ſtion the moſt evident Truths, that were deli- 

yer'd and. received of Old. . And theſe Argu- 

ments we haye, hitherto). purſued in\their* ut- 

moſt latitude and extent. S6:that.adw'we 

ſhall proceed to the Second Head, or the 

Proofs of a Deity from the Inanimate part 

of the World; ſeeing that even Natural ;Rea- 

ſon, as well-as the Holy Scripture, aflures 

Pal 19. 1. 1s, That the Heavens declare the Glory of God, 
and the Firmament ſheweth his Handywork ; 

Jer. 51. 15 That He made the Earth by his power, He' hath 
eftabliſhed the World by his. wiſdom, and hath 
ſtretched out the Heaven by bis underſtanding 

Plal. 148.5 That He commanded and they were created ; He 
147. 8. hath alſo eſtabliſhed them for ever and ever ; 'He 
6.2 Covereth the Heaven with Clouds, He prepareth 

; Rain for the Earth, He crowneth the Tear with 

his Goodneſs. | 


C'S) 


Theſe 


from the Frame of the World. 3 


Theſe Reaſons for God's Exiſtence, from 
the Frame and Syſtem of the World, as 
they are equally true with the Former, ſo 
they have always been more popular and 
plauſible to the illiterate part of Mankind ; 
12 ſo much as the Epicureans, and 
ſome others, have obſerved, that 


Lncret. 5. Preterea eli r4- 
tiones ordine certo, Et varia 
annorum cernebaut tempord 


mens contemplating the moſt 
ample Arch of the Firmament, 
che innumerable multitude of the 
Stars, the regular Riſing and Set- 
ting of the Sun, the periodical 
and conſtant Viciſſtudes of Day 
and Night and Seaſons of the 
Year, and the other AfﬀeCtions of 
Meteors, and. Heaycnly Bodies, 
was the principal and almolt only 


round and -occalion, that the 


verts : & lib. 6. Nam bene qus 
didicere Deos ſecurum agere &- 
vumn, $i tamen interea miran- 
tur, &c. Cic. de Nat. Deor. 
lib. 2. 2xi# hunc hominem 
dixerit, qui cum tam certos 
cali morus, tam ratos aſtro- 
rum ordines, &c. Plurarch. de 
plac. phil. r, 6. @48 38 Eryaras 
T2 am 1 paiyouiror d5t- 
guy, garThc © TETSs WeaAls 
ovuparias ores alriss, X} TE- 
myubras nutegrry x, vuxTa, 
X#1uard Ts X; SIe95, dramas 
T$ %; dTuds. 


Notion of a 


od came firſt into the World : making; no 
mention of the former Proof from the Frame 
of Human Nature, That in God we Live and 
Move and have our Being : Which Argument 
being ſo natural and intrinſecal to Mankind, 
doth neyerth-leſs (l know not how) ſeem more 
remote and obſcureco the Generality of Mcn;; 
who are readier to fetch a Reaſon from the 
immenſe diſtance of the. ſtarry Heavens and 
the outmoſt Walls of the. World, than ſeek 
0:1C 
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one art home, within themſelves, in their own 
Faculties and Conſtituttons. . So that hence 
we may perceive, how prudently That was 
waved, and the Second here inſiſted on by 
St. Paul to the rude and ſimple Semi-barba- 
rians of Lycaonia : He left not himſelf without 
witneſs, in that he did good, and gave us Rain 
from. Heaven, and fruirfull Seaſons, filing our 
Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. Which words 
we ſhall now interpret 1n a large and free Ac- 
ceptationz ſo that this Second Theme may 
comprehend all the Brute Inanimate Matrer 
of the Univerſe, as the Former compriſed all 
viſible Creatures in the World, that have 
Underſtanding or Senſe or Vegetable Life, 
Theſe two Arguments are the Voices of Na- 
eure, the unanimons Suffrages of all real 
Beings and Subſtances created, that are natu- 
rally knowable without Reyclation. And if, 
Laſtly, in the Third place, we can evince the 
Divine Exiſtence from the Adjun&ts and Cir- 
cumſtances of Human Life ; if we find in 
all Ages, in all civilized Nations, an Univer- 
ſal Belief and Worſhip of a Divinity ; if we 
find many unqueſtionable Records of Super- 
natural and Miraculous Effects; if we find 
many. faithfull Relations of Prophecics pun- 
Etually accompliſhed, of Prophecics ſo ory 

atteſted, 


7 from the Frame of the World. 


atteſted, above the ſuſpicion of Fallhood, to 
remote and particular and unlikcly to come 
to paſs, beyond the poſſibility of good Guel- 
ſing or the mcre Foreſight of Human Wiſ- 
dom ; if we find a moſt warrantable tradi- 
tion, that at ſundry times and in divers manners 
God ſpake unto mankind by his Prophets and by 
his Son and his Apoſtles, who have deliver'd to us 
in Sacred Wriungs a clearer Revdation of his 
Divine Nature and Will; if, 1 fay, this Third 
Topick from Human Teſtimony be found 
agreeable to the ſtanding Vote and: Atteſtation 
of Nature , What furcher proofs can be de- 
manded or defired ? what fuller evidence can 
our Adyerfarics require, ſccing all che Claſles 
of known Beings arc fammoned to appear ? 
Would they have us bring more Witneſſes, 
than the All of the World ? and will chey noc 
Rand to the grand Verdict. and Detcrmina- 
tion of the Uniyerſe? They are: incurable In- 
fidels, that perſiſt ta deny a Deity ; when all 
Creatures in the World, as well ſpiritual as 
corporeal, all from Hyman Race to che low- 
eſt of Inſects, from the Cedar of Libanus to 
the Moſs upon the Wall, from the vaſt Globes 
of the Sun and Planets to the ſmalleſt Parti- 
cles of Duſt, do declare their abſolute depen» 
dence upon the fart Author and Fountain of 

a 4 
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Ver. 8. 


all Being and Motion and Lite, the only Eret” 
nal and Self-exiftent God ; with whom inha- 
bit all Majeſty and Wifdom and Goodneſs 


| for ever and ever. 


But before I enter upon this _—_— 
from the Origin and Frame of the World ; 
it will not be amiſs to premiſe fome Particu- 
lars, that may ſerve for an illuſtration of the 
Text, and be a proper Introduction to our 
Diſcourſe thereupon. 

As the Apoſtles, Barnabas and Paul, were 
preaching the Goſpel ar Lyſtra a City of Lyca- 
onia in Aſia the Leſs, among the reſt of their 
Auditors, there was a lame Cripple from his 
Birth, whom Paul commanded with a loud 
voice, To ſtand upright on his feet; and im- 
mediately by a miraculous Energy he leaped 
and walked. Let- us compare the preſent 
Circumſtances with thofe of my former Text, 
and obſerve the remarkable d:fference ' in the 
Apoſtle's proceedings. No queſtion but there 
were ſeveral Cripples at Athens, ſo very large 
and populous a City; and if that could be 
dubious, I might add, that the very- Cli- 
mate difpoſed the Inhabitants to impotency 
in the Feet. Atthide tentantur preſſus, ocul:- 
gue in Acheis Finibus-- are the words of Lu- 
cretivs ; Which 'tis-probable he ng 
rom 


Fm 


from Epicurus a Gargettian and Native of A- 
thens, and therefore an .unqueſtionable Evi- 
dence in a matter of this' nature. Neither 
is it likely, that. all the Athenian Cripples 
ſhould, eſcape the ſight. of St: Pawl ; ſeeing he « 
diſputed there in the Market daily with them ver. «. 
that met him. How «omes it to paſs then, 
that we. do: not hear of a like Miracke in that 
City ; which one would think migfte have 
greatly conduced to the' Apoltles deiign, and: 
have converted, or at lcaft confured and put 
to ſilence the Epicureans and' Sroweks-? Bur it: 
* 18.nob difficult to give at accqunt* of this 
ſeeming Diſparaty 3: 16 we' attend to the Qua- 
lifications of the Lame perſon at Ly/tra; whom 
Paul \tedfaſtly beholding, and: perceiving that yer. ,. 
he had Faith to be healed, ſaid with a loud voice, 
Stand upright on thy feet. Thus 1s the neceſla- 
ry Condition, that was always required by 
our 'Sayiour and his Apoſtles. And Jeſus ſaid -wke+8.4a 
unto the blind man, Receive thy ſight, thy Faith: | 
hath ſaued thee 5 and to the Woman, that had 
the Iffue of blood, Daughter, be of good com» 8. 48. 
fort, thy Fauch hath made thee whole, go in peace. 
'Twas want of Faith 1n; our Saviours Coun» 
trymen, which hinder'd- him from” ſhedding + + 
among them the falutary-Emanations: of his 
Divine Vertus : __ be did:not Many mig Matr. 13. 58. 
_ Works 
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Mark 6. 5. 


_ fo interpret the Evange 


Works there, bec auſe of their Unbelief. There 


were many diſeaſed perfons m his own 
Country , but very* tew that were rightly 
diſpoſed for a ſupernatural Cure. St. Mark 
hath a very obſervable Expreſſion upon the 
ſame occalion: And he could do no mighty 
Work there, ſave that hs laid his hands upon a 
few ſick f0!k, and healed them. Ka) tx tram ix 
SIulzy Reva mairoms, We read in St. Luke 8. 17. 
And the Power (3%) of the Lord was preſent 
to. heal them. And, chap. 6. ver. 19. And the 


whole Multitude ſought to touch him : for there . 


went Vertue (Svews) out of him, and healed them 
all. Seeing then that i827 and 32; are words 
of the ſame Root and ”» gyrnre ſhall we 
ift, as if our Saviour 
had not Power to work Miracles among his 
unbelieving Countrymen ? Thus js the paſ- 
ſage, whis, that impious and impure Atheiſt 
Lucilio Vanino ſingled out for his Text in his 
pretended and mock Apology for the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; wickedly in{1nuating, as if the 
Prodigies of Chriſt were mere Impoſtures and 
atcd by Confederacy : and therefore where 
the Spectators wereincredulous, and confe- 
uently watchfull and ſuſpicious, and not ca- 
y impoſed. on, he could do no mig 
Work there ; there bis Arm was — 


- 
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and his Power and Vercue too feeble tor ſuch 
ſupernatural Efte&ts. But the groſs Abſurdity 
is flo leſs conſpicuous, than the villainons 
Blaſphemy of this ſuggeſtion. For can it be 
credible to any rational perſon, that St. Mark 
could have that meaning ? that he ſhould tax 
his Lord and Saviour, whom he knew to be we 
God Almighty, with Deficiency of Power ? 

He could do no mighty Works ; that is, he 

would do none, becauſe of their Unbelief. 

There's a frequent change of thoſe words in. 

all Languages of the World. And we may 

appeal with St. Chryſofom to the common Tin « g i 
Cuſtom of Speech, whatever Country we guavfiume 
live in. This therefore is the genuine Senſe 7 .. 
of that expreſſion ; Chriſt woz/d not heal their 190, 48 + 
infirmities, becauſe of the hardneſs and flow- mn 56 i 
neſs of their Hearts, in that they beheved nv Bm 


. de Comm, 
him not. And I think there is not one in- © ®: 


ſance in all che Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
ment of a Miracle done for any ones ſake, 
that did not believe Jeſus tg be a good per- 
ſon, and ſent from God; and had not adilf- 
poſition of Heart fit to receive his Doctrine. 
(For to believe he was the Mefſias and Son of g: john 5. 
God, was not then abſolutely neceſſary, nor 414 Matr-16. 
rigidly exacted ; the moſt Signal of the Pro- by 
phecies being not yet fulfilled by him, til his 

_ Paſlion 
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"© Paſſion and Reſurrection.) So Herod hoped in 


Luke 23.8. 
Mark 8. 12. 


Marc. 17. 15. 
15. 22, 


Luke 8, 4. 


Luke 22. 51. 


vain t0 have ſeen ſome Miracle done by him : 
And when the Phariſees ſought of him a*ſign 
from Heaven, tempting him ; they received this 
diſappointing Anſwer, Verily I ſay unto you, 
There ſhall no Sign be given to this generation. 
And we may obſerve in the Goſpels, That 
where the Perſons themſelves were incan«ble 
of actual Faith ; yet the Friends and Relatr 
ons of thoſe Dcad that were raiſed again to 
life, of thoſe Lunaticks and —Oovor's. that 


'were reſtored to their right minds, were ſuch 


as ſought after him and belicved . on him. 
And as to the healing of Malchus's Ear, it was 
a peculiar and extraordinary Caſe: For 


L. though the perſon was wholly unworthy of 


ſo gracious a Cure; yet in the account of the 
meck Lamb of God it was a kind of Injury 
done to him by the fervidneſs of St. Peter, 
who knew not yet what Spirit he' was of, and 
that his Maſter's Kingdom was not of this 
World. But bcfides this obvious meaning 
of qi Words of the Evangeliſt , there may 
perhaps be a ſublimer Senſe couched under 
the Expreſſion. For in the Divine Nature 
Will and Can are frequently the ſelt-fame 
thing ; and Freedom and Neceflity, that are 
oppolites here below, do. in Heayen _—_ 

' moſt 
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moſt amicably agree and joyn hands toge- 
ther. And this is not a Reſtraint, or Impo- 
tency 3 but the Royal Prerogative of the moſt 
abſolute King of Kings; that he wills to do 
nothing but what he can ; and that he' car 
do nothing which 1s repugnant to is divine 
Wifdom and eſſential Goodneſs. God car- 
ot do what is unjuſt, nor ſay what'1s untrue, 
nor promiſe with a mind to deceive. Our 
Saviour therefore could do no mighty Work 
in a Country of Unbelieyers; becauſe it was 
not fit and reafonable. And fo we may fay of 
our Apoſtle, who was acted by the Spirit 
of God; that he could do no Miracle at A- 
thens, and that becauſe of their Unbelief. 
There 1s a very fad and melancholy Account 
of the ſucceſs of his ſtay there. Howbeit Cer- Twis 1 55 
tain Men clave unto him and believed; A more ©1754 
diminutive exprefſion, than if they had been 

cailed a few. And we do not find, that he 

ever viſited this City again, as he did ſeveral 

others, where there were a competent num- 

ber of Diſciples. And indeed, it we conſider 

the Genius and Condition of the Athenians at 

that time, How vitious and gorrupt they 

were; how conceited of their own Wit and 

Science and Politeneſs, that They had 1n- 

vented Corn. and. Oil and diſtributed: them 

to: 


L TRAAL 
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Fee P9 to the World; that They firſt caught Civilicy, 
fane 4beni- and Learning, and Religion, and Laws to the 
manites, do. reſt of Mankind ; how ſwoln and puffed up 
frogs with the fulſome Flatterics of Philoſophers 
ge: re aque and Sophilts and Poets of the Stage: we can- 


r diftribuee NOT Much wonder, that they ſhould ſo little 
nee, Diod. Fegard an unknown Stranger, that preached 
5.13 unto them an unknown God. 

I am aware of an Objection, That for ought 
we can now affirm, St, Paul might haye done 
ſeveral Miracles at Athens, though they be not 
related by St. Lake. I confeſs I am far from 
aſſerting, 'That all the Miracles of our Sayi- 

See John 21. OUF are recorded in the Goſpels, or of his 
25-0192C- Apoſtles in the Acts. But nevertheleſs, in the 
preſent Circumſtances, I think we may con- 

jecture, Thar if any Prodigy and Wonder 

had been performed by our Apoſtle among 

thoſe curious and pragmatical Athenians ; it 

would have had fuch a Conſequence, as 

might have deſerved ſome place in Sacred 
Hiſtory, as well as this before us at Lyftra : 

Ver, 11: Where when the people ſaw what Paul had done, 
they lift up their voices, ſaying in the ſpeech of 
Lycaonia, Thg Gods are come down to us in the 

likeneſs of Men : and the Prieſt came with 

Oxen and Garlands, and would have facri- 

ficed to them, as to Jupiter and Mercurius. 


That 


— 
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That this was a common Opinion among 

the Gentiles, that the Gods ſotnetimes aſſu- 

med Human ſhape, and converſed upon Earth 

as Strangers and Travellers, mult needs be 

, well known to any one, that ever looks into 

'1*® the ancient Poets. Even the Vagabond Life 
of Apollonius Tyanenſis ſhall be called by a 
bigotted Sophiſt, £9 wiz &; dv9gams; ©43, a Pe- Eimapius,.. 
regrination of a God among Men. And when ** 
they fay, $mowSwrs; ar9gu7, in the ſhape of Men; 
we muſt not ſo underſtand it, as it they be- . 
lieved, that the Gods had other Figure than 
Human eyen in Heaven it felt { for that was 
the received Doctrine of moſt of the Valgar 

* Heathen, and of ſome Sects of Philoſophers 
too, ) bur that They, who in their own Na- 
ture were of a more. auguſt Stature and glo-- 
rious Viſage had now contracted and deba- 
ſed themſelves into the narrower Dymenfions-. 
and meaner Aſpects of mortal Men. Now 
when the Apoſtles heard of this intended Sa- 
crifice, they rent their cloaths and ran in among ver. u. - 
the people, crying out, 8c. St. Chryſoſtom upon : 
this place hath a very odd: Expolition. He 
enquires why Paul and Barnabas do now at 
laſt reprove the People, when the Prieſt and 
Victims were even at the Gates; and not pre- 
ſcntly, when they lit up their Voice and _ 

NEm - 


: 
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Aw i * them Gods : for which he aſſigns this reaſon, 
TuT0 8 mo fv 


ao, 75 38 o- I hat becauſe they ſpoke Augzmsn, in the Lyca- 


ws grÞ 49” onian Tongue, the Apoſtles did not then under-, 


S$1440070) Stet 


772 «%» «v- ſtand them : but now they perceived-their 
Tolg TASWwv, f- ; 


mW is 25 Meaning by the Oxen and the Garlands. In- 
T4 crlaidd]a, 


rs 23. deed it 1s very probable, that the Lycaontan 
Te; "fi15% Language was very difterent from the Greek : 
79». Chryſ. ad 25 we may conclude from Ephorus and Strabo 
loc. . 
Epborus apud £1at Cites him,, who make almolt all. the. Na- 
Srrab. lib. 14 tlons of Afia Minor to. be Barberians';,. and 
Steph. voce, from Stephanus Byzantius, who acquaints. us, 
_ that 2w#hs., a Juniper-trce, was called Haus 
in the Speech of the Lycaonians, % Th7Þ ug 
»y peyj. But notwithitanding we can by no 


means allow, that the great Apoſtle of the * 


Gentiles ſhould be1gnorant of that Language ; 

he that ſo ſolemnly affirms of himſelf, I thank 

1 Cor. 14. 18. 72y God, I ſpeak, with Tongues more than you all. 
And yer at the firſt Effuſion of this heavenly 

at 2. Gift, the Dwellers in Cappadocia, in Pontus and 
Aſia, Phrygia and Pamphylia ( ſome of them 

near Neighbours to the Lycaontans ) heard 


* the Apoſiles ſpeak in their ſeveral Tongues the 


wonderfull Works of God. And again, How 
ver. 7. CQul: they. have preached the Goſpel to the 
Ly/trians, 1t they: did 'not uſe the common 
Language. of the Country? And to what 
ver. 15- purpoſe:did.chey cry out and ſpeak to _ 


me at 
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if the Hearers contdnot apprehend ? or how... 
could they by thoſe Sayings reſtrain the peo- V*-1#- 
ple from ſacrificing; if what they ſaid was not 


-antelligible ? - Bur i will be asked, Why then 


were the Apoſtles fo flow and backward.in re-- 
claiming them? and what'can be anſwer'd to 
the Query of St. Chryſoftom? © When I conſider 


circumſtances and nature of this affair, 1-"* _ 


'I am perſuaded thty did not hear that _dif- -:- 


courſe of the people. For I can hardly con-. 

ceive, that Men under fuch apprehentionsas 

the Lyſtrians therrwere, ' in the dread Preſence 

and under the yery Nod of the almighty. 7+ 

piter, not an Idol of Wood or Stone, but the ogeuun, 
the real and very God (as the Athenians made 53 >rm... 
their Complement” to Demetrius Poliorcetes )-aahenzs, 
ould cxclaim in his ſight and hearing ; this, 
1 fay, ſeems not probable nor natural ; nor is 

it affirm'd in the Text : but they might buzz.,,.. ». 
and, whiſper it one ro another, a6 tacitly mw igsy is 
withdrawing from the preſence of the Apoſtles, aw.” © 
they then /ift vp their voices and noiſe it about 

the City. So that Pazland Barnabas are but. juſt 

then informed of their idolatrous deſign, when 

th: y rent their Cloaths, & run in among them, 

and expoltulate with them ; Stirs, why do ye theſe ve. rs, 
things? we alſo are Men of like paſſions with you 
{ Ue00mTaI fa; vip, Mortal men fin your {clyes. Mortales ſu- 


mus ſimiles 


C AS voby homing. 
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1$86n »i2%, 2x jt is judiciouſly render'd m cheanciont ba- 
2 common tit Verlion, otherwiſe the Artithefis is not fo 
Go wiiers, plain : Fot the Heathen Theology made even 
the Gods cliemlelycs ſubject wo human paſit- 

" ons and appetites, to Anger, Sotrow, Luſt, 
Hunger, Wounds, Lameneſs, G&c. and cx- 

= cope them from nothing but Dcath and 
Ho = Old Ape) and preach unto, you, that ye fbould 
70 2 pk tufn from theſe vanities (i, e. Idols) wnto the 
ile. Hom. 7 jy/inp God, which made Heaven and Earth and 
the Sea, ad all things that are therein : who im 

times paſt faffered all Nations to watk in their 

on ways > Tate m2 tO, not 4# Nations, but 

| all rhe Heathen (the word Heathen comes 
Sear42). from im,) all the Gentiles, diſtinguiſhed from 
5,22 the Jews; as, the ſame words are tranſlated 
Rvm..15.11.and 2 7im. 4.47. and ought to have 

been ſo, Rom. 1.5. and 16. 26. but mach more 

i our Text, which according to the profenc 
Vertionfeems to carry a very obſcure, it not cr- 
xoticous, meaning; but by a true interpretation 

is ety caſic and intelligible; That hitherto God 

had ſuffer'd all the Gentiles to walk in their 

own ways; and excepting the Jewsonly, whom: 

he choſe for his own people. and ibed. 

them a Law, he permitted the reſt of Mankind 

to walk by the mere light” of Nature warhout 

the affiſtance of Reycelation : but that now = 

the 
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the fulneſs of time he had even to the Gen- 
tiles alſo ſent ſalvation and oper 'd the door L, 
faith , and granted repentance unto life. 
that theſe words of our Apoſtle are exactly M 
incident with that ſo much controverted paſ- 
ſage in his diſcourſe tq the Athenians : And 
the (paſt) times of this ignorauce (af the Gentile 
World) God winked at (or qverlogk'd :). but anwwai 
now commandeth all men every w roala to repent. 
And nevertheleſs eyen in that gloomy (tate of 
Heatheniſm, he /eft not himſe Fithox witneſs, 
in that he did good ( sxx%mor & yew, always 
_ good y Heaven, via ſeems to - 
enuine puncunarinn » ang . is authorized 
Interpreters) aud gave ws Rain yang 
from Heaven and fraitfull Seaſon Gur RNAP 1 
hearts with food and gladneſs. Evyen Ai 
riles might feel after him and find him ; {c5- ' run 
ing that the adenirable frame af Hequen gnd read Had. 
Both and Seg, and the mMianulacent proyilign See, 
of food and fukenange | for his Creagures did Neefquidmi- 
competently ſer forth his Ecergal Power and a, —_ 
Godhead ; fo that (ſtupid Idolacers and) pro- Pe ole 
fanc Anbeifts were then and alWayp yichour ref. 
excuſe: which is the ſcope of theſ e[Biſcquaſe 
Our Adverſaries have uſed the lame _ 
thods to. <ludethe preſent Argument from the 
Frame of the Wolf, as they have done fo 
C 2 evade 
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evade the former from the Origin of Mankind. 
Some have maintain'd, That this World hath 
chus exiſted from all Ecernity 1n its preſent 
form and: condition:' but Others do as fiffly 
affirm, That the Fgrms of particular Wortds 
* ++. .*: are generable and corruptible ; ſo that our 
preſent Syſtem cannot have ſuſtain'd an 1nh- 
=” nite Duration already gone and expired : but 
howeyer that Body in general, the common 
Baſis and Matter of all Worlds and Beings, 1s 
felfeexiſtent and eternal ; which being natu- 
rally'divided into inhumerable licele particks. 
or atoms;tternally endued with an ingenit and 
inſeparable power of Motion, by their omn+ 
- fartous concurſions and combinations and co- 
altions,. there emergeth ſucceſhvely ( or ar 
"once; if Matter be infinite) an infinite num- 
ber of Worlds; and among the reſt aroſe 
. - this viſible complex Syſtem of Heaven and 
. *  Farth: and thus far theydo agree, but then they 
differ about the cauſe and mode of the produe- 
tion of Worlds, ſome aſcribing itto Fortune, 
and others to Mechaniſm or Nature. Iadced as. 
for the Aftrological Atheiſts, they will give us 
no trouble in the preſent diſpute ; becauf-: 
they: cannot form a peculiar Hyporhefis here, 
- as they have done before about the Originati- - 
on of- Animals. Fer though ſome ot them 
- - are. 
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are ſo vain: and ſenſeleG,. as.to pretend to 
a Thema Mundi, a calculated Scheme of the 


Nativity of our World: yet it exceeds even. 


their | abſurdity | to. ſuppoſe the Zodiack and 
Planets to be etficient® of. and antece- 
dent to, themſelyes ;. or to exert any Influ- 


ences, before they were in Being. So that to. 
refute all poſſible Explications that the Athe- 


iſts have or can propaſe, I ſhall. proceed in 
this following method. 

IL. Firſt, I will prove it impollible, that the 
primary Parts of our World, the Sun and the 
Planets with their regular Motions and Re: 


volutions, ſhould have ſubſifted eternally in- 


the preſent or ja like Frame and Con dition. © 
II. Secondly, I; will hew, That Mates 


abſtractly and abſolutely conſi der'd, : cannot 
have born an Infinite Duration now paſt; and. 
expired ; as alſo that Motion cannot haye 


cocxiſted-Ercrnally,. as an inherent Property 
and eſſential: Attribute of the Atheiſt's God, 
Matter. - 

III: Thudly, That, though we allow then, 


that Univerſal Macter hach endured from 
everlaſting;, -divaded .into infinite Particles. in: 
the, Epicurean way, and that Motion hath 
been caxyal.and coternal with it: yer theſe 
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| Particles or Atoms could never of themſelves, 
Il = by omnifarious kinds of Motion, whether 
{i Fortuitous or Mechanical, have fallen or been 
If diſpoſed into this or @ /ike viſible Syſtem ; 


"I though a ſuppoſed ififinite Duration of the 
l! Atoms and cheir Motions ſhould alrcady be 
| expired and gone. | 
if IV. And Fourthly, 2 poſteriori , That che | 
| Order and Beauty of the Inanymate Parts of 
the World, the diſcernible Ends and Final 
| Cauſes of thent, the = Br, or a Mcliority 
| aboye what was neceſſary to be, do evince 
[i by a reflex Argument, That it is the Product 
f and Workmanſhip, not of blind Mechaniſm | 
; or blinder Chance; bur of an Intcll;gent and 
| Benign Agent, who by his excellent Wiſdom 
| made the Henvens ant! Farth : _ 
and fruitfull Seafons for the Jerwice of | 


[ T. And Firft , That the preſent or « Jike 
; Frame of the World hath nor ſubſiſted from 


Everlaſting, - We will readily concede, that 


| a thing may betruly Eternal, though is Du- 
ration be terminated at one End. For ſo we | 
| | 
: 


affirm Human Souls to be Immortal and 
Eternal, though % & # oz», there was a time 


when they were Nothing ; and Gordon: 
their 


p 
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nevertheleſs have 


from the Frame of the World, 


theit Infinite Duration will always be bound- 
&d at one Extreme by thar firſt beginning of 
Exiſtence. So that, for vughe appears as yet; 
the Revolnrions of the Earth and' other Pla- 
hers about the San,” cpugh they be limited. 
at one end by the rang Revolution, may 

en Infinite and Eternal 
withont any Begirming, "But then' we, muſt 
cotfider, that "ths Durarion of Human Souls 
s only potentially Infinite : for Their Eter- 
nity c only in an endleſs capaciy of 
Continance' without ever cealing to be, in 
a boundlcis Futarucy that can never be <x- 
hauſted, or all of it- be paſt. and preſeat : 
Brit cheit Duration can never be pbſitively 


and 4fFrally Eccrnal ; becaule it .is moſt ma- 


n#eſt; that'nb Moment can ever be aſligncd, 
wherem 'it ſtall be rtue, that ſuch a Soul 


hath chch a&tnally faftaind an Infinice Du-- 


cation. ' Tor thar ſuppoſed Tnirite Duration 


will by the very Sappoſition be limited at 


two Extremes, though never ſo remote aſun- 


der; and. conſequently muſt needs be. Finite. 
Wherefore the trace Narare and Notion: of. 


a Soul's Eternity 1#this: That the future mo- 
ments of irs Duration cat never be all paſt 


.anil preſent ; bur ſtill rherewill be. a Futuricy 


and- 
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_ -and Porenciality of more for; cycr and ever. 


'So that we evidently perceive, from this in- 
ſtance of a Soul, That whatever ſucceſlive 
Duration, ſhall be bounded at one end, a ny 
be all paft axd preſent, muſt come infinic 


hort of. Infinity. Which neceſlarily.. evin- 


-ceth, That the preſent or a /ike World can 
neyer haye been, Eternal ;. or that there; can- 


not, have been Infinite, palt Reyolutions,of a 
| Planet about a Sun. - For. this ſuppoſed Ink- 
nity is terminated. at. one extreme. by the 
preſerit Reyolution, and all che other Reyo- 
Fations.? arc_ confelſedly.. paſt ;- ſo; that, the 
Whole Duration is bounded at one end, and 


all. paft and preſent; and therefore cannot 
haye been Infinjte, by what was proved he- 
fore. And. this will ſhew us the vaſt; diffe- 


rence between the falſe ſuccellive Eternity 
"backwards, and the real one to come. For, 
confider the. preſenc Reyolutian of the Earth, 


as the Bound and Confine of . them both. 
God Almighty, if he' fo pleaſeth, may con- 


tinue this, Motion to .perpetuity in, Infinite 


Revolutions to come-: becauſe Futurity 1s 
incxhauſtible, and can neyer be all ſpent and 
run our by paſt and ph moments. But 
then, if we look backwards from this ([pre- 


kent 
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ſent Reyolution, we do apprehend the impoſ- 
ſibility of infinite; revolutions on that fide : 
becauſe all are alrcady paſt, and ſo were once 
actually preſent, and conlgnanty ane finite, 
by. the argument before. - For ſurely we can- 
not conceive a Prxteritneſs (if I may ſay fo) 
ſill backwards in infinitzz , that never was 
preſent.: as we, can an cndlefs Futurity, thas 
ncyecr. wall. be preſent- So that though one is 
potentaally infinite ; yct neverthelcfs the other 
1s poſitively finite. And though this Reaſonin 
doth neceſlarily conclude agaihiſt the paſt 1 
nite duration - of all ſucceſſive Motion and 
mutable Beings ; yet it doth not: all affect the 
eternal Exiſtence of the adorable Divinity, in 
whoſe invariable nature there.is no- Paſt nor 
Future; 'who is. Omnipreſent not only;as to 
Space, but as to Duration 5 and with reſpect 
to ſuchOninipreſence it 1s certain and manifeſt, 
that Succeſſion and Motzon-are mere impoſlt- 
bilities and repugnant in the very-terms. 

And Secondly, though what hath been now 
ſaid, hath given us ſo clcar a yiew,of , the na- 
ture of ſucceflive Duration, as.to- make;morc 


Arguments needleſs: yet, 1'ſhall here bricfly 


ſhew, how our Adyerſarics Hypotheſis doth 
without any outward oppoſition/deſtroy:and 


confute it ſelf. For ls. 1 ſnppoſe infinite 


Reyo- 
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Revolutions of the Earth about the Sun to be 
already gone and expired : I take it to be 
ſelf-evident; that, if None of thoſe paſt Re- 
volutions has been- infinite ages ago, All the 
Revolutions put together cannot make up the 
duration of infinite ages. It follows therefore 
from' this ſuppoſition, that there may be ſome 
one aſlgnable Revolution among them, that 
is at an infente diſtance from the preſent. But 
it is {clf-eyident likewiſe, that noone paſt Re- 
yolution can be infinitely diſtant from the 

ent : for - then an mfinite or unbounded 
Purawor' may-be- bounded at two extremes 
by ewo annual Reyolutions ; which 1s abſurd 
and a contradiction. And again, upon the 
fame ſuppoſition of an eternal paſt Duration 
of the World, and of infinite annual Reyolu- 
tions of the Earth about the Sun; I would 
ask concerning the monthly Revolutions of 
the Moon about the Earth, or the diurnal 
ones -of the Earth upon its own Axis, both 
which by the very Hypotheſis are coxval with 
the former ; whether theſe alſo have been f+- 
nite or infinite? :Not finite to be ſure ; be- 
cauſe then a finite number would be greater 
than an infinite, as 12 or 365 are more than 
an Uni. Nor infinite neither ; for then two 


or: three Infinites would exceed one: another ; 


as 


fron. the-Fromeof. the World. © © 
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as a Year excceds' a Month, or both exceed a 
Day. So that both ways the Suppolitioa. 15 
repugnant and impollible. | rn 
And thirdly, the Arguments already uſed, 
from the gradual Increaſe of Mankind, from 
the known Plantations of moſt Countries, 
from, .the recenc-Iavention of Letters and 
Arts, G<c, do conclude as forcibly againſt the 
Ecernity 'of the World, as agaiaſt infinite Ge- 
nerations of Humane Race. . For it the preſent 
Frame of the Earth, be ſuppaſed.ecernal 3; by 
the fame-notion they ——_ Mankind: to ha! 
been coeternal with it - For ocherwiſe, this 


eternal Eaxth , after ſhe had been eternally 


barren and.deſolate, muſt at-laſk have ſporr 
tancouſly produced Mankind , wrthout new 
cauſe from without, or any alteration in her 
own texture : which is ſo groſs an abfurdity, 
that even no Atheiſt hath yet affirmed it. - So 
that it evidently follows, that if Mankind had 
a beginning ; the preſent Forma of the Earth, 
and therefore the whole Syſtem of the World 
had a Degunning alfo. 

Which being proved and eſtabliſhed; we 
are now enabled to give anſwers to ſome 
bold Queries and Objections of Atheiſts; That 
ſeeing God 1s deſcribed as a Being infinitely 
powerfull and —_ good; and that theſe 

2 Attri- 


Serm. IN. 


* A Confutatian of "Atheiſm _ _ 


: Attributes ware effential to him fromallEter- 


nity; why did not he by his Power for the 
more ample communication of his Goodneſs 
create theWorld eternally, if he created it at all? 
or at leaſt, many Millions of Ages ago before 
this ſhort ſpan of duration of five or (1x thou- 
find Years? To the firſt we reply; That, ſece- 
mg we kavEvliſcover'd an intrinſecal and' na- 
tural impoſſibility, that a ſucceſſive Duration 
fhould be aftually -erernal ; it is no kefs than a 
contradition to" it-felf ,, thar-ithe: World 


ſhould be created from everlaſting : and there- 


fore it 15 NO affront to the divine Omni potence, 
if by reaſon of the formal incapacity and re- 
pugnancy of the thing, we/'avyerr that the 
World could not poſhbly have' been made 
from all Eternity, eyen by God himſelf, 
Which gives an anſwer to the Second Queſti- 
on, why created fo lately? 'For if it be in 
poſſible to have been created eternally ;* there 
can no inſtant be aſſigned for 1ts.Creation-1n 
Time, though never ſo many Myriads and 
Millions of years ſince, but the fame Query 

O 


might be put, Why but now, and why 


late ?2- For even before that remoter period 
God: was eternally exiſtent, and might have 
made the World as many Myriads of. Ages 
(ill backwards before That: and conſequent 


ly 


b- from. the Erameaf the World. 


ly this Objection 1 is abſurd and unreaſonable. 
For elſe if it was good and allowable, it 


would eternally. Oe God. from exerting. 


his Creative Power!:; becauſe. he: could 'never 
make a World ſo'carly, at any given Mo- 


ment; but it. mighr truly be faid,, He cou'd 
have, created it oncr-,, Oc, if they.chink char: 


there . may; be a Sooneſt-. Inſtant of pollible 
Creation :. yet ſceing that. all. Inſtants have an 
equalpretence to it in humane apprehenſion, 
why. may not this: recent. production of the 
World, .according-;to-Sacred Authority, be 
ſuppoſed tobe that Sooneſt 2 at leaſt it may 
make that Claim. to-it; that cannot be bat- 
fledi by ſuch Arguments, 45 <qually-conclude 
againſt all -Claims,- againſt, any conceivable 
Beginning of the World. 

And ſo; when. they. profanely ask, Why 
did nor, this ſuppoſed Deity, if he really 
made the Heavens, make them boundleſs 
and immenſe, a fit and honourable Manſion 
for an infinite and incomprechentfible Being 2. 
or at lcaſt vaſtly moxe ample and magniti- 
cent, than this-narrow Cottage of a World? 
we may make them. this anſwer ; Firſt, that 
it 1s impoſſible and. a contradiction, that. a 


created World ſhould be immenle ; ' becauſe 


CF 


1 


A Confutatzon of Arhonſm:. 4 


it is the nature 6f Space and Motion ; chat 
they can never be actually and poſitively in- 
finite : they: have a-power only and a capaci- 
ty of being increafed without end;' fo that 
= v_ can be aſſigned {0 vaſt, bur ſtill a 

rger may be imagin'd ; no Motion fo 

ſwift or languid, but a greater Velocity or 
Slownels may Rill be- conceived; ri6pofitiye 
Duration of it ſo long, thar- which: 'a more 
laſting may not be fappoſed. From whence 


ſecondly it follows; that; thoughthe World 


was a million of times/more ſpacious 'and 
ample, than even Aſtronomy ſuppoſes tt; or 
yet another million 'bigger than that, and fo 
on in mfnite progreſſion; yet ſtill they 
might make the ſame Exceptron world with- 
out end. For ſeeing that Ged'Almighty cart 
do all that is poffible;; and Space hath always 
a poſſibility of beitts enlarged indefernecty : 

he could neyer create ſo ample a World , bar 
fill it would be true, that he could have 
made a bigger ; the fecundity of his Crex- 
tive Power never growing barren nor being 
exhauſted. Now what might always be an 
exception againft all poſhble Worlds, can 
neyer be a juſt one againſt any whatſo- 


Er. 
And 
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"And when they ſeffingly dernind,”'Why 
would 'this' imaginary” Otinipotence” make 
fach mean picces of workmanſhip 2- what an 
indigent and amy thing is his principal 
Creature Man ?' would not boundleſs Benefi- 
cence have communicated'his divine Perfecti- 
ons in the moſt eminent'degrees ? they may 
recerve this reply,” That we-arcifar from fach 
arrogance, as to pretend'to the Higheſt dignr- 
ty, and be the chief of the whole Creation ; 


we believe an inviſtble World and -a Scale of 


Sprritual Beirigs all nobler thanour ſelves : hor 


yer-#re we 1o'low ahd baſe as theit Athciſmn 


would deprcſs' ns; not” walking Statues of 
Clay, not the Sons of brure Earth, whoſe 


nal. Inheritance 'is Death and'Corruprion ;. 
we' carry the Image of God in us''4 rational. 


and immortal Soul ; and though we be now 
miſerable and feeble, yer we aſpire after cter- 
nal happimeſs, arid firmly expect a great cxal- 
tation of all our naturalpowers: Bur farther 
we affirm, That whatſoever was or can be 
made, whether Angels or Archangels, Cherubims 
or Seraphims, whether Thrones or Dominions or 
Principalities or Powers, all the glorious Hoſt 
of Heaven, muſt needs be finite and imper- 


feet ependent Creatures: and God out- 
| af 
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of the | exceeding greatneſs of his power 1s: ſt1ll 
able,. without 'end;,; te. create lugher Claſſes 
of Beings. ' For where can we put a ſtop to 
the Efficacy. of the Almighty ? or-what can 
we, afgn 'for; the-Higheſt-of:all |, poſlible ft 
nite perfections : > There can be-no ſuch thing 
or notion, -as an almoft Infinite : there, can be 
nothing . Next or Second P an  NPUDISERT | 
God; : Nec. viget quicquam. fimle « 99{er 
dum ; as the Heathen Poct, ſaid cxccllencly 
well of the ſuppoſcd Father of Gods and Men. 
The .infinite Diſtance! between ;the: Creator 
and the nobleſt of. all .Creaturcs -can., never 
be meaſured nor exhauſted by endleſs addi- 
tion of finite degrees. - So» that no actual 
Creature, canjcyer; be the: moſt .perfesy of all 
poſſible Creation, Which ſhews.the folly. of 
this Query, that might always be demanded, 
let things be as they will ; that would impi- 
ouſly and abſurdly attempt to; tie the Arm 
of Omnipotence from doing any thing at all, 
becauſe it can never do its Utmoſt. - . 

II. I proceed now to the Second Propofi- 
tion; that ncither Matter uniycrfally.and ab- 
ſtractly conſider'd nor Motion can haye cndu- 
red a paſt Eternity. -And to this I ſhall ſpeak 
the more briefly ; not only becauſe it is na 
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abſtruſe and metaphyſical Speculation ; but alſo of far 
leſs moment and conſequence to us than the others: ſee- 
ing that without this we can evince the Exiſtence of 
God from the Origin and Frame of the Univerſe. For 
if the preſent or a like Syſtem of the World cannot poſ- 
ſibly have been eternal, by the firſt Propoſition ; and if 
without God it could neither naturally nor fortuitouſly 
emerge out of a Chaos, by the third Propoſition : We 
muſt neceſſarily have recourſe to a Deity, as the Con- 
triver and Maker of Heaven and Earth ; whether we 
ſuppoſe he created them out of Nothing, or had the 
Materials ready eternally-to his hand. But nevertheleſs, 
becauſe we are verily perſuaded of the truth of this Ar- 
ticle, we ſhall briefly aſſign ſome reaſons of our Belief 
in theſe following Particulars. 

Firſt, It is no Contradicion, that Matter ſhould be 
produced out of Nothing. It is urged as an Univerſal 
Maxim ; that nothing can proceed from Nothing. Now 
this we readily allow ; and yet it will prove nothing a- 
gainſt the poſſibility of Creation. For when they ay, 
Nothing from Nothing ; they muſt ſo underſtand it, as 
excluding all Cauſes, both material and efficient. In 
which ſenſe it is moſt evidently and infallibly true : be- 
ing equivalent to this propoſition ; that nothing can 
make it ſelf, or, Nothing cannot bring its no-ſelf out of 
non-entity into Something. Which only proves thus 
much, That Matter did not produce it ſelf, or that all 
Subſtances did not emerge out of an Univerſal Nothing. 
Now who ever talked at that rate? We do not create 
the World from Nothing and by Nothing ; we aſſert an 
eternal God to have been the Efficient Cauſe of it. So 
that a Creation of the World out of Nothing by Some- 
thing ; and by that Something, that includes in its Na- 
ture a neceſſary Exiſtence and perfetion of Power ; is 
certainly no Yang nor oppoſes that common 
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Maxim. Whence it manifeſtly follows, That feeing God 
may do any thing, that implies not a Contradidtion ; if 
there be fuch an Effence as God, - he may have created 
Matter ont of nothing , or given That an Exiſtence, that 

had no Being before. | 
Secondly, Some Things have been” aftualy created 
out of Nothing. In a former Diſcourſe we have proved 
ſufficiently, that Human Souls are not mere modffication 
of Matter, but real and fpiritual Subſtances, that have as 
true an Exiſtence, as our very Bodies themſelves. Now 
no man in his wits cart ſcriouffy think, that his own Soul 
hath exiſted from all Eternity ; not the Stuff or Matter 
of it, for it 1s no compound Being ; not the Perſonality 
of it, as I appeal ro Common Senfe ; and if a man could 
believe, that his perſonal Sout hath been from everlaſt- 
ing, ſuch an Opinion would be as deftruQtive to Athe- 
im, as to concede the contrary now. So that the ſpi- 
ritual Souls of Men have confeſſedly been produced out 
of Nothing. But if God hath a#ually created thoſe in- 
teltligent Subſtances, that have fuch Nobility and Excel- 
kncy above brate ſenſeleſs Matter ; 'tis pervicactouſneſs 
to deny, that he created Matter alfo : unleſs neceſſary 
Exiſtence be inclnded in the very Effence and Idea of 
Thirdly, Matter doth not inctude in its Nature a ne- 
ccffity of Exiſtence. Human Souls, as is proved before, 
have bedt aftually created, and conſequently have nor 
necefiary Exiſtence included in their Eſſence. Now can 
I believe, that my fpiritual Sonl, that underſtands and 
judges and invents, &c. hath notwithſtanding a depen- 
dent and precarious Being ; while the Particles of this 
dead Ink and Paper have been neceffarily eternal and un- 
create? 'tis againſt natnral reaſon; and no one while he 
contemplates an individual Body, can diſcern ſuch a ne- 
cefſity, But men have bcen taught to believe, that _ 
on 
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ſiog or Space, and Body ate the felf-ſame thing : ſo that 
becauſe they cannot imagin, how Space can either begi 
or c=aſe to exiſt ; they preſently conclude, that ext 
infinite Matter muſt needs eternally have a Being. But I 
ſhall fully prove hereafter, that Body and Space or Dj- Serm. VIL 
ſtance are quite —— — and that a Vacuity is 
iaterſperſed among the Particles of Matter, and fach a 
one as hath a vaſtly larger extenſion, than all the Matter 
of the Univerſe. Which now being ſuppoſed ; they muſt 
abſirat their Imagination from that talſe infinite Exten- 
ſion, and conceive one Particte of Matter furrounded on 
all ſides with vacuity, and contiguous to no other Body. 
So that all other Matter is divided and diſtin from it, 
by the. very fappofition. And hence it anpears, that 
whereas formerly they fancied an immente boundleſs 
Space, as an homogeneous One; which great Individual 
they believed might deſerve the Attribute of neceſſary 
Exiſtence : Now the whole Quettion is about one folitary: 
Atom, that hath no-dependence on the reft of the World ; 
and is no more ſuſteined in Being by other Matrer, than 
it could be created by it; . wherher this poor Atom , 
ſluggiſh and unactive as it is, doth involve Neceſlity of 

[tence (the firſt and higheſt of all perfe@ions) in its- 
particular nature and notion ? I dare prefume for the 
Negative in the judgments of all ferious men. And I 
obſerve the Epicureans take much pains to convince us, x ycrer. 1;6. 1, 
that in natural corruptions and difſolutions Atoms are not 
reduced to Nothing ; which ſurely would beneedleſs, if 
the very Idea of Atoms imported- Self-exiſtence, And 
yet if one Atom do not include fo much in its Notion 
and Eſfence ; all Atoms put together, that is, all the 
Matter of the Univerſe does not include it. So that up- 
on the whole matter, ſeeing that Creation is no contra- 
diction, that God hath certainly created nobler Subſtan-- 
ces than Matter, and that Matter is not neceſſarily _ 
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nal; it. is moſt reaſonable to-believe, thar the Eternal and 
Self-exiſtent: God created/ the,'Marerial World alſo, and 
produced it out of Nothing : _ 
| And Fourthly, it' will-begllowed as true, by all thoſe 
that canreach theſe Speculat#ons-;| That wharſoever hath 
not neceſlarilyan eternal-fffiexiſtence included in its ve 
ry Nature _ Definition;(which we have proved Matter 
hath not) cannot have been a&xaly ſelF-exiftent from E-' 
ternity : ſo that finally there is not only-a great induce-' 
mentfrom its probability and reaſonabteneſs;but a-down-: 
right Neceſſity of admitting-the Creation of the World. 
And-then Fifthly, as'to Motion, that 'we may wave 
ſome Metaphyſical Arguments, which demonſtrate that 
Local Motion cannot. be poſitively eternal ; we ſhall 
only obſerve in two Words'; 'That if Matter be not 
eſlentially eternal, as 'we have ſhewed before ;' mach leſs 
can Motion be, that is but the adjun& and accident of 
it. Nay though we ſhould concede an Eternity to Mat- 
ter ; yet why muſt Motion be cozval with it 2 which is 
not only not inherent and eſſential to Matter ; but may 
be produced and deſtroyed at the pleafureof free Agents: 
both which are flatly repugnant to an eternal and neceſ- 
ſary Duration. I am aware, how ſome have aſlerted 
that the ſame quantity of Motion is always kept up in 
the world ; which may ſeem to: favour the Opinion of 
its infinite Duration : but that Fancy doth ſolely depend 
upon an abſolute Plexum ; which being refuted in my 
next, it will then appear how abſurd and falſe that con- 
ceipt is, how eaſily diſproved from the Motive: power 
of Souls embodied , and the gradual increaſe of Men 
and other Animals, and many Arguments beſides: 
Therefore let this alſo be concluded, That Motion can-. 
not have ſubſiſted in an infinite paſt Duration : Which 
was the thing to. be proved. 
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